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LETTERS OF GOVERNOR FRANCIS FAUQUIER. 
From the Bancroft Transcripts, Library of Congress. 

Lieut Gov. Fauquier to the Board 
of Trade, 7 April 1766. 

W ms burgh April 7 th 1766. 
My Lords 

I have now before me the two letters your Lordships have 
honoured me with of the 8 th and 29 th of November last; that of 
the 29 th I did not receive till the I st instant. 

Your Lordships intercession with His Majesty in favor of 
the two unhappy convicts whom I took the liberty to recom- 
mend to His Majesty's most gracious mercy through the channel 
of your right Hon ble Board, demands my most sincere thanks, 
which I shall always enumerate among the favors I have at vari- 
ous times received from you. 

By the letters I have had the honor to send to your Lord- 
ships it will appear that I am not in 'the least disappointed in not 
obtaining His Majesty's leave of absence from my government 
in these times of trouble & confusion; it was what I expected 
and even desired. 

I have enclosed 'to your Lordships copies of two letters I have 
rec d this morning; the one a copy of a letter wrote to me by 
Captain Morgan of the Hornet sloop of war, the other the copy 
of a letter sent by* one Captain Smith to Captain Morgan com- 
plaining of extreme ill usage at Norfolk; by which your Lord- 
ships will be able to form a judgment of the lawless and riotous 
state of this Colony at present, which had behaved quietly for 
some time. I shall communicate them to a full Council which I 
expect to meet on Thursday next, and take their advice what is 
to be done, and in the mean time have sent Captain Smith to the 
King's Attorney. 

I also inclose to your Lordships a Newspaper published last 
Friday, in which you will see the association at Norfolk printed 
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at large, and this as I have been credibly informed by various 
hands, is not the only one in the Country. Indeed I have been 
privately shewn the copy of one under a promise I would not 
betray the person or ask a copy of it. The ringleaders of that, 
I believe, reside chiefly in the Northern Neck and entered into 
it on accot. of Mr. Ritchie a mercht. who acted impolititickly and 
who has suffered severely for his imprudence. This Associa- 
tion I believe is encouraged by the family of a gentleman who 
has his views to the Chair, whenever the Assembly shall meet 
and thinks his opposing Government a likely means to seat him 
in it. Mr. Ritchie's story is printed at large in the Maryland 
Gazette. 

From the I st of November we have been without any news- 
paper, till very lately. The late printer to the Colony is dead, 
and as the press was then thought to be too complaisant to me, 
some of the hot Burgesses invited a printer from Maryland. 
Ufpon which the foreman to the late printer, who is also a candi- 
date for the place, has taken up the newspaper again in order to 
make interest with the Burgesses. 

Your Lordships would have made me extremely happy if you 
had thought it advisable to have been more explicit in selection 
to the Speakership and Treasurership. But as your Lordships 
have honored me with a discretionary power to take the first 
favorable opportunity of dividing them, your Lordships may be 
assured I will act to the best of my judgment to promote His 
Majesty's service, both now and hereafter; and if I should be 
so unfortunate as to find your Lordships differ from me in that 
judgment, I must trust to your wonted candor to excuse me. 

I am with the greatest respect and esteem 

My Lords 

Your Lordships most obed' 
obliged and devoted serv' 
Fran: Fauquier. 
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To the right Hon ble the Lords of Trade. 

Enclosures in the above. 

1766 Apl 5. Capt. Morgan to Gov. Fauquier. 
1766 Apl 3. Capt. Smith to Capt. Morgan complaining of 
a gross outrage committed upon him. 

1766 Apl 4. Copy of the Virginia Gazette No. 776. 



1 P. B. Capt. J. Morgan to Gov. Fauquier 

Trade Virginia 5 April, 1766. 

198 L. 49. 

(Enclosed in Gov. Fauquier's letter to the Board of Trade.) 

Hornet in Hampton Road 5th April 1766. 
Sir 

Herewith I send you a copy of a letter wrote to me by an 
innocent man. On Saturday the 29th of the last month there was 
about thirty of some of the principal people of Norfolk spent 
the night at a tavern, the present Mayor M r Calvert being one 
of them, took them with him to his house where they brought 
day light on. The next day I was told that some of the com- 
pany had put up an advertisement for the Sons of Liberty to 
meet at the Court House on Monday at 11 o'Clock, which was 
the next day. They accordingly met and chose a Committee, 
President, M r Davis, Parson of the parish ; Secretary, Capt Paul 
Loyal ; Members, M r Bush Clerk of the County, M r Holt lawyer, 
M r Anthony Lawson d° and M r Parker merchant in Norfolk. 

Voted, That the Parliament imposing taxes on America is 
unconstitutional and illegal; and therefore determined, in case 
the Stamp Act is to be inforced, that they will stand by each 
other in order to oppose it with all their might ; M r Paul Loyd, 
coming from the Northward having declared that notwithstand- 
ing the Virginians were the first who attempted to oppose the 
Stamp Act were now become mute and pusilanimous, while the 
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people of the other Colonies asserted their rights like Sons of 
Liberty, which had likewise behove them to do. 

In consequence of the above Declaration the Committee were 
appointed in order to sit; M r Bradley motioned for your Honor 
to be compelled to call an Assembly and proceed to the business 
of the Colony without admitting the Act to take place. 

I heard no more of their proceedings until last Thursday, 
when the poor innocent unfortunate Captain Smith appealed to 
me. When you hear the treatment they gave him, it will shock 
you as it did me. The man don't tell half the story in his letter 
that I have heard from others. Mr. George Veal that he men- 
tions in his letter, is a worthy Magistrate for this County and 
worth your Honor's notice. 

There is not a man of Portsmouth side the water, I believe 
that will sign their paper, except it be M r John Goodrich a 
merchant of Portsmouth, who seems to me to be troublesome as 
you will find by a complaint sent to your Honor by Captain 
Thomson. 

You will perhaps think it very extraordinary that I should 
find a difficulty in proving all this that I have sent unto you, but 
so it is here as everybody is afraid of their lives that are loyal. 
But as my duty as a servant of the Crown, a subject and well 
wisher to Governor Fauquier, commands me to do it, and shall 
continue endeavoring to get whatever inteligence 1 can, if it 
should be of any service to you shall be happy. 

It is needless for me to make use of what little interest I have 
with your Honour for poor innocent Captain Smith, as I am con- 
vinced your benevolent heart will see him done justice to. Upon 
my honor he never made any information to me, and I am ready 
to make oath of it, he was and is an utter stranger to me. 
I am with the greatest respect 
Sir 
Your most obedt. hble servt. 

To Governor Fauquier J er Mor S an - 

A true Copy 

Fran Fauquier. 
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Capt n William Smith to J. Morgan Esq. 
3 April 1766. 

(Enclosed in Governor Fauquier's letter to the Board of Trade.) 

Sir 

M r John Gilchrist merchant in Norfolk who is one of the 
owners of the schooner I commanded, sent for me to Norfolk to 
sign bills of Loading for the goods I received on board the vessel, 
and as I was stepping ashore, the said John Gilchrist, Matthew 
and John Phripp, James Campbell and Captain Fleming seized 
me first and carried me to the Market House, and accused me of 
informing you against the Snow Vigilant, Peter Burn Com- 
mander, for having smuggled goods on board, which your Honor 
knows I never mentioned to you; and tho' they could find no 
evidence against me, they bound my hands and tied me behind a 
Cart, and M r Maximilian Calvert, Mayor of the Town, instead 
of suppressing the insult, encouraged it and threw stones at me 
himself. Then they hurried me to the County Wharf and be- 
dawbed my body and face all over with tar and afterwards threw 
feathers upon me; they then put me upon a Ducking Stool and 
threw rotten eggs and stones at me, by which means I have 
almost lost the sight of my eyes. Then they carried me through 
every street in the town, and came abreast of the Hornet Sloop 
of war under your command, bidding defiance, and threatning 
if your Honor was ashore they would treat you in the same man- 
ner. Afterwards they carried me back to the Market House with 
two drums beating, shewing all imaginable demonstrations of joy, 
and all the principal gentlemen in town being present, especially 
M 1 ' John Lawrance who ordered me to be thrown into the water 
lashed fast to the Ducking Stool with a rope round my neck, 
there to be drowned, had not Captain George Veale told them 
they would suffer for it. At last they loosed me, and John Phripp 
threw, me headlong over the wharf, where I was in imminent 
danger of being drowned, had not a boat taken me up when I 
was just sinking, being able to swim no longer. 

I am now got over to Portsmouth, and humbly beg you will 
take the above into your consideration, and take me into your 
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protection to spare the little remains of life they have left me, 
for I expect nothing else but present murder. I have now almost 
lost the sight of my eyes, and use of my limbs, and I humbly beg, 
as a subject of Great Britain, that you will commiserate my case 
and assist me. 

I am with great respect 

Your Honors most obed' serv* 

William Smith. 
Portsmouth 
3 April 1766 

To Jer. Morgan Esq. 
A true Copy 

Fran: Fauquier 



Lieut. Gov r Fauquier to the Board 
of Trade. 12 Sept 1766. 

W ms burgh Sept. 12 th 1766. 
My Lords 

I have received from M r Pownall the several gracious Acts 
pass'd last Session of Parliament in favor of His Majesty's sub- 
jects in America. The generosity & kindness of the Mother 
Country to the Colonies, shewn forth in these Acts demand the 
most dutiful returns of loyalty gratitude and submission which 
it is possible for a people to shew on such an occasion. It is my 
duty and shall be my endeavor to inculcate this disposition in the 
members of the Assembly, which is to meet in November. 

I am desired by M r Wormeley to lay his case before your 
Lordships and to request your interposition with His Majesty that 
he may have liberty to resign his office of Comptroller of the Port 
of Rapahannock River in favor of his son who was originally 
designed to hold that office. The case my Lords is this. When 
M r Ralph Wormeley the younger by means of his friendship with 
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a schoolfellow, a son of U Holland, while he was in England, 
obtained of the Hon. M r Grenville then at the head of the Treas- 
ury, a promise of this place, which his father also of the name 
of Ralph was to act in, as his deputy, till the young gentleman's 
return into this Colony. The appointment by mistake was made 
out in the name of Ralph Wormeley, without the addition of 
Junior, by which the place is now actually in the father. 

I have nothing to add to this account of the matter, but that 
M r Wormeley is a gentleman whom I should have pleasure to 
oblige. 

I am with great regard and esteem 

My Lords 

Your Lordships most obed* 

obliged and devoted serv* 

Fran: Fauquier. 

To the Right Hon bIe the Lords of Trade &c. 



Lieut. Gov r Fauquier to the Board 
of Trade 17 Dec 1 ' 1766. 

W ms burgh Dec r 17 th 1766. 
My Lords 

In answer to your Lordships favor of the I st of August 1766 
which I did not receive till the 9 th Inst. I am to inform you that 
there is but one manufactory of the least importance carried on 
in this Colony, which is, the making of Iron both in pigs and 
barrs, which receives no publick encouragement, and which when 
made is chiefly exported to Great Brittain. But to give your 
Lordships a true knowledge of this matter, it is necessary I 
should add that every gentleman of much property in land and 
negroes have some of their own negroes bred up in the trade of 
blacksmiths, and make axes, hoes, ploughshares, and such kind of 
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coarse work for the use of their plantations. I do not know that 
there is a white-smith or maker of cutlery in the Colony. 

There are Shoemakers which make ordinary shoes for the 
use of the Planters, and a few hatmakers which make hats of 
pure beaver, which are really fine, and which the gentlemen grow 
fond of for their own wear; but these are made in very small 
quantities, and none exported. 

The Planters wives spin the cotton of this country and make 
a strong coarse cloth, with which they make gowns &c for them- 
selves and children; and sometimes they come to this town and 
offer some for sale. Of this cotton they make coverlids for beds, 
which are in pretty general use through the Colony. 

During the time of uneasiness, on account of the Stamp Act, 
there was a strong attempt made to convert their hemp into 
osnabrigs, but I believe that scheme is quite at an end on their 
discovering that they could import them much cheaper than they 
could make them. And this must always be the case as long as 
they have plenty of land. 

By this plain account your Lordships will observe that there 
are but few manufactures of any kind carried on, and those that 
are, are for the consumption of the inhabitants, who do and will 
import all matters of elegance & conveniency; for the nature of 
the people is such that they are too indolent to engage in manu- 
factures or work of any kind. 

I had almost forgot to mention that they daily set up mills to 
grind their wheat into flour for exportation. 

I am with the greatest regard and esteem 

My Lords 

Your Lordships most obed' 

obliged and devoted serv* 

Fran: Fauquier. 

To the Right Hon ble the Lords of Trade &c. 



William and Mary Quarterly 171 

Lieu 1 Gov Fauquier to Sec y the Earl 
of Shelburne 2.7 April 1767 

No. 2. W ms burgh April 27 th 1767. 

My Lord 

On the 12 th Ins' I prorogued the Assembly when they had 
finished the business of the country. The whole sessions was 
conducted with great heat both on ace* of private dissensions and 
publick divisions ; and I am afraid that grateful and pacific tem- 
per which the friends of the Colonies expected from them did not 
prevail to so great a degree as was wished, tho' they have been 
so prudent as to have nothing appear on their Journals; so that 
I am legally ignorant of what might drop in debate from some 
of the young hot headed unexperienced members. The cool old 
members by their great steadyness & moderation will, I am in 
great hopes, regain that lead in the House which they formerly 
had, but at present it is lost. This general turn of the country 
I thought it my duty to apprize your Lordship of. 

The Acts of this part of the Sessions are now transcribing, 
those of the former part before the adjournment at Christmas 
I shall have the honor to transmit to your Lordship in a few 
days. 

I am with the greatest respect and esteem 

My Lord 

Your Lordships most obed' 

and devoted servant 



Fran: Fauquier. 



To the Earl of Shelburne one of 

His Ma ts Principal See 8 of State 



